1 Corinthians 1:26-31

26 Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise
by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose
the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to
shame the strong. 28 He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things--and the
things that are not--to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 30 It
is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God--that is,
our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts
boast in the Lord."

Our success-centered enterprise system has little room for failure. It is ideal for the
successful but devastating for the loser. In an effort to create winners, we also create misfits.

Though John was born in a $300,000 home in 1955, he was a penniless drifter. Though
he's the son of a successful oil tycoon, John quit more things than he finished. Though his
parents are gregarious and social, John is introverted, reclusive. John attended college on and off
for seven years, but never graduated. His brother and sister made it, but he didn't.

We don't know what emotions stirred within John. Anger at a society that only reminded
him of his inadequacies? Guilt? Painful reminders that "l let everybody down"? But we do know
their result.

John Hinckley Jr. had every intention of killing President Reagan. For the love of a
stranger and the lack of a name, he emptied a revolver into the bodies of four men. Placed in a
federal prison, John tried to overdose on Tylenol—and failed.

Jesus had a place for misfits. In His book the last became first, and even the loser had
value. It is our responsibility to be like Christ, to intercept a life like John Hinckley's and fill it with
value.

1 Corinthians 3:5-15

7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from
God and not from us.

8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair;
9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. Z0 We always carry around
in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 77 For
we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that his life may be
revealed in our mortal body. 22 So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you. Z3 It is
written: "l believed; therefore | have spoken." With that same spirit of faith we also believe and
therefore speak, 74 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will
also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence. 25 All this is for your benefit, so
that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the
glory of God. 16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet
inwardly we are being renewed day by day. Z 7 For our light and momentary troubles are
achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. Z8 So we fix our eyes not on what
is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.



